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A Message from your Chairman

John Neilson

Hello Each and Every Member,

| trust you all enjoyed a peaceful festive season and relish the challenges of the New
Year.

It has certainly been exciting so far, but the weather may have prevented many a
driving instructor from working in some areas. That is the problem with being self
employed, if you are unable to work for whatever reason and have no back up
programme in place, then you simply do not get paid and yet the bills keep rolling in.

Perhaps with time on your hands this could be an opportunity to focus on your
business and seek out how best to keep that all important cash flowing in. If you
have specific problems then we may be able to offer some advice, so if you wish why
not get in touch with the committee and see if there are additional options you have
not explored. Remember this is your association and we are here to help if we can.

From my own experiences of last year, my mind is very much focussed. It's a matter
of concentrating on the positive and letting the rest go. Quite frankly it is just not
worth getting upset when people wish to disagree. Whilst | think there has been
enormous progress made, it does seem our industry has some sort of built in self
destruct mechanism that prevents it from ever moving substantially forward. It never
ceases to amaze me how people simply do not listen, or if they do they choose to
make up their own version of what they wanted to hear and then go on and give out
wrong messages.

As from January the first my new year’s resolution is to move forward and get on
with the job and not get distracted by things that are not that important in the cold
light of day. It was President Obama that said if everyone did their job as well as the
pilot that landed the strickened airliner in the river with no loss of life, then the world
would be a better place. What if every one of us in our own industry did the job to the
very best of our ability, would we then be able to control our industry and our
destiny? How would you feel about claiming back the register from the DSA?



Your committee are hard at it working away in the background for you our members.
Next month there is a full Council Meeting for your benefit and the agenda should be
very interesting. Make the best of your membership and encourage your colleagues
to join the ADINJC. Remember this is the only organisation where you can rise to
high office. If any of you out have ambitions of playing a more active role in your
industry then you could be the next Chairman, Secretary or even President of the
ADINJC if you so desire.

Already in the first week of January | have spoken almost on a daily basis to one
department or another at the DSA on behalf of members needing help. Is everyone
doing the very best job they can do? Now there is a loaded question. What about
you, are you focussed on your business?

May | take this opportunity to wish you all a prosperous 2010.

John Neilson
Chairman ADINJC.

Some of the Articles we have sent
Out via Emaill this Month?

B Implementation of the Third Driving Licence Directive 2009-2010

B Muslim Driving School BBC2 10 pm Tuesday 12 January

B compact and city cars - Nov 09 (2) 17-12-2009+ DSA compact cars 17th Dec
2009

Council Meeting Notice and Agenda

Meeting begins 10:00am Village Hotel, Walsall on 6t  h February 2010
Coffee on arrival from 09:30 and at 11:30 break

1. Meeting opened by Deputy Chairman — Nick Ibbott
2. Attendance Register and Apologies for Absence
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3 Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6" June 2009
4 Matters arising

5. Correspondence

6. Deputy Chairman’s report

7 ADINJC achievements since last meeting

8 Developing Modern Drivers: DSA Document
9. Star Ratings for ADIs: DSA Document

10. ADINJC Conference 2010

11. The ADINJC in the future

12. Open Forum for members

13. Date and Venue of next meeting

14. Meeting closes at 1.00pm

This agenda may be amended by the Deputy Chairman before the meeting.

Department for Transport

Consultation

Driver testing, Training, Examining and Licensing.
Implementing New European Union Requirements.

The ADINJC will be replying to the consultation in early February. The consultation
can be viewed on the DSA website under current consultations. Please let us know if
you have any views you would like us to add to the following questions. Reply to
Lynne Barrie at lynne@Ibsom.co.uk
There are 4 sections covering changes affecting:

the training and testing for riders of mopeds and motorcycles

training and testing for drivers of cars and light vans

driving examiners

driving licence administration.

The changes do not affect driver trainers only involved in category B licence
acquisition. However if you train in powered two wheeler training or trailer towing
then you may want to read the proposals more fully.
QUESTIONS FOR RESPONSE
Please reply as totally agree, largely agree, slightly agree, slightly disagree, largely
disagree, or totally disagree.

1. Do you agree with our proposals for moped licensing?

2. Do you agree with our proposals for special provision for moped riders with a

physical disability?



3. Do you consider that a training route should be offered to allow motorcycle
licence upgrades?

4. If you believe that wider considerations support a training route for
progressive access, do you agree with our proposals as set out in Annex B for
the standards and registration arrangements that should be operated for that
training and those delivering it?

5. Do you agree with our proposals for a familiarisation training course with
progressive access arrangements?

6. Do you agree to our approach to provisional licensing for mopeds and
motorcycle learners?

7. Do you agree with our proposals to make special provisions for motorcycle
riders with a physical disability?

8. Do you agree that we should cease to issue separate category B1 licences to
new drivers?

9. Do you consider that a training route should be offered for entitlement to tow a
medium sized trailer with a light car or van?

10.If you support a training route for the above do you agree with our proposals
for the standards and registration arrangements that should be operated for
that training?

11.Do you agree with our proposal to amend the conditions of approval for
organisations with examiners as regards the maintenance of records of
supervised tests and undertaking periodic training?

12.Do you agree with the approach being taken to implement the administrative
provisions of the new Directive?

13.Any general comments to add.

Lynne Barrie

ADINJC General Secretary
lynne@Ibsom.co.uk

01543 256578

BIG Questions
By John Farlam

In response to requests for information about the use of question and answer
technique one of my weekly messages was dedicated to that subject (here).

But given that your questions about Q&A keep coming, today’s tip considers the
subject once again — and in particular, BIG questions. In other words, questions that
are inappropriately ‘'wide open'.



Many instructors tell me that Q&A is a great idea in theory, but when it comes to the
practice, a lot of pupils simply don't offer an answer to their questions ... Instead they
sit in silence or mumble an incoherent "I'm not sure" or "Don't know" — even when
they are sure and when they do know!

People (your pupils are people!) are motivated by success. Without a sense of
success, motivation fades or disappears and the rate of learning slows down. When

these things happen, your job becomes more difficult and less rewarding.

However if you can create opportunities for success the situation is very different.
The more successes you can provide the better, and quicker, your pupils will learn.

Life, the universe and everything...

When it comes to Q&A you can very quickly end up leaving your pupils with a feeling
of failure if you are not careful — especially if your questions are too BIG.

Here’s an example:

Q

"Bearing in mind the zebra crossing ahead, what is the meaning of life, the universe
and everything?"

A

"Pardon?"

Although | accept that most of you reading this will probably never ask a question
that is quite as big as that... But you might well be doing something similar as far
as some of your pupil's are concerned, depending on the skill level they have
attained so far.

Consider the following question and the potential answers. A question like this might
be OK for checking the thoughts of a 'test-standard’ pupil, but less than useful for
skill development.

Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"

A: "Check my mirror"

Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"



A: "Give a signal with my brake lights"
Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"

A: "Avoid blocking it"

Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"

A: "Slow down "

Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"

A: "Give way to pedestrians”

Q: "What will you do as we approach the zebra crossing?"

A: "Look ahead"

Which of the answers above is correct?

If your answer is 'All of them’, which one do you want? Specifically? If the answer is
there your pupil has a 'six-to-one against' chance of getting it right (because there
are six 'correct' answers listed) - if the answer is not in the list, the odds are even
greater.

In other words, you are depending on 'good luck' as a training method!
Understanding this is very important because even your most resilient pupil will
never make it to the last 'guess’ and most will give up after the first ‘wrong answer’ -

with a feeling of failure. The question is simply TOO BIG!

After a few 'wrong’ answers, people learn that it is better to say nothing than to risk
the embarrassment or failure of answering incorrectly.

If you in the habit of expecting specific answers to a general questions, you risk
treating lots of 'right’ answers as ‘wrong’. It's far better to ask a more useful question;
do this by simply being more specific about what you want.

Examples:

"What will you do with your speed as we approach the zebra crossing?"

"When will you start to slow down for the zebra crossing?"

"How will you make sure it's safe to stop as we approach the zebra crossing?"
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These questions are much easier for the pupil to answer correctly and also give a
clue about important action to take on the approach — often essential for first time
success when asking questions on the move.

So ... If you regularly get no response to your questions, start making them smaller
by being more specific — and always respect the answer that’s offered regardless of
whether it's right or wrong (but that's another subject entirely!).

Learn more about 'Success Based Training’ methods on my two-day ADI Master-
Class programme - e-mail now for more details and join the course waiting list.

News from the DSA

DRIVING STANDARDS AGENCY
SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE

Rosemary’s column

Head: Fraud crackdown is team effort

We at DSA are tremendously proud of our recent police award for ‘outstanding
results’ in our work tracking down criminals who undermine the driving test.

Our fraud and integrity team, led by Andrew Rice, won the inaugural National Identity
Crime Single Point of Contact Award. It was introduced to honour police forces and
government agencies which play a role in the national fight against identity crime,
and is issued by the Identity Crime Working Group of the Association of Chief Police
Officers (ACPO).

Assistant Chief Constable Peter Lowton, chair of ACPO’s Identity Crime Working
Group, cited us for this major new award.

He said: “Through dedicated investigation and co-ordination, DSA’s fraud and
integrity team has arrested over 900 suspected criminals who have attempted to
infiltrate the national driving test process.

“As a result, they have prevented hundreds of criminals driving on public roads
without passing driving tests. The positive impact upon public safety cannot be
understated.”



We established our fraud and integrity team in 2004 after it became apparent that
theory and practical driving tests were being infiltrated by organised crime gangs,
impersonating people unwilling or unable to pass the driving test in exchange for
payment.

Since then we have investigated over 3,000 alleged incidents of impersonation,
which have resulted in 821arrests, 210 successful convictions, 338 police cautions
being issued and 1,186 driving licences revoked. Currently, 129 suspects are in the
legal system awaiting prosecution.

The major focus of the team’s work is road safety. Impersonators aim to supply
driving licences to people who are unable or unwilling to pass the driving test to
prove they are safe to drive on our roads. In addition, driving licences can be used to
support a false identity or aid further fraud and identity offences.

Andrew Rice accepted the award for DSA from Home Officer Minister Meg Hillier,
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Identity.

He said: “This award marks DSA’s achievement in developing a response to
impersonations at driving test.

“Since setting up the team five years ago we have made great strides to combat this
problem. The successes we have achieved throughout this period have brought us
to the attention of the wider enforcement community, cumulating in this award.”

The award was patrticularly high praise since it was open to all police authorities,
government departments and agencies with enforcement operations. These included
the Home Office, DVLA, ldentity and Passport Service, Department for Work and
Pensions, HM Revenue and Customs, the Serious Organised Crime Agency,
Criminal Records Bureau, UK Borders Agency, and the Attorney General’s office.

It almost goes without saying that tackling impersonations is a key priority for DSA.
We investigate all reported cases and work closely with the police and criminal
justice agencies to identify offenders and prosecute.

We will continue to develop our methods and intelligence in the future to combat all
forms of crime around the driving test. Our investigations, and the resulting court
sentences, send a clear message out to anyone thinking of this type of crime — we
will use every method at our disposal to bring them to justice.

It is important to acknowledge that without your vigilance and continued support, we
would not have been able to achieve such success. We cannot underestimate the
contribution made by driving instructors, examiners and members of the public who
continue to report offences to the fraud and integrity team.
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Please continue to be aware, and contact us with any concerns on 02920 581155 or
email: integrity.team@dsa.gsi.gov.uk

Andrew Rice accepts DSA’s award from Home
Office Minister Meg Hillier

Rosemary Thew accepts DSA’'s award from
Home Office Minister Meg Hillier, watched by
Andrew Rice (left) and members of the fraud and
integrity team

Rosemary Thew
Chief Executive
Driving Standards Agency

Cumbrian ADI Appeal

Dear Friends at ADINJC,
Thank you for your help.
Mac and myself have been up to Cockermouth and Workington to give out
the donations received from the appeal. What a brilliant day. The weather was clear,

the sun shone, and the Cumbrian hills were decked in snow -it wastruly a
marvellous and magic day.
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Everyone was overjoyed, their expressions said it all. It was one of the best feelings
of my life, I will always remember it, and | know that Mac will to. Certainly will
improve our Christmases’ and also help our friends in Cumbria.

Our thanks again to everyone that contributed.

Terry & Mac
Terry Charnock Assistant Chairman North West Federation of Driving Instructors

E: tcharnock@ntlworld.com T: 01254 602950 M: 07710 371118

Mac McDade
Ideas4ADls
www.ideas4adis.co.uk

How to Get a Refund!

Members may be interested to see how a member managed to get a recent refund
from the DSA. The pupil had a Saturday test and no theory certificate. The examiner
refused the test as no one was available at the DSA on a Saturday to check it out!

Mr Raj Pillay
7 January 2010

Dear Mr Pilllay

Thank you for your email received 19 December last year, about your pupil’'s
practical driving test scheduled for the same day at the Plymouth MPTC.

| would like to take this opportunity to apologise to you and him for the test being
cancelled on the day. | appreciate the frustration and inconvenience caused due to
this.

| understand that he was turned away from test, as the examiner was unable to
determine on the day as to whether he held a current Theory Test certificate.
Unfortunately, as we do not have admin staff available during weekends, the
examiner was unable to check whether the candidate could be taken on test. As |
explained during our telephone conversation today, the official protocol for
examiners working on weekends is to take a test regardless of any potential issues.
The examiner should then phone through the test details on the following Monday to
check if there are any outstanding issues, which can be dealt with retrospectively if
required.
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A new test was scheduled at no extra cost for the 21 December, which | understand
the pupil successfully passed. A refund of £13 has been refunded back to you
payment for the difference in Weekend and Weekday test fees.

Accordingly, as the examiner failed to take the test according to our guidelines, we
have agreed to compensate for losses incurred on the day of the test, and for you
having to rearrange your scheduled lessons on the rearranged test date. As
discussed on the phone, a payment of £100 has been agreed, which is a total of 4
hours time based on your standard lesson rate of £25 an hour. A payable order will
be sent to you separately.

| would like to again apologise for the inconvenience caused, and wish your pupil a
successful driving career and safe driving for life.

| trust that this meets with your approval.
Yours sincerely

Ben Meakin
Customer Enquiry Unit
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News from Brake

Drivers scarily complacent about dangerous vehicles,
says Brake and Direct Line

Drivers often have their head in the sand when it comes to the safety of their brakes
and other critical components, resulting in death and injury, says research out today
from Brake and Direct Line.

When surveyed by the road safety campaigner and motor insurer, more than two in
five (42%) of car and van drivers admitted to driving with one or more dangerous
defects within the past year — including driving with defective tyres (with worn tread,
wrong pressure, cracks or bulges), driving in the dark with broken lights and
indicators, driving with poor brakes, and having dirty mirrors and windows and wrong
oil or water levels.

The biggest concern revealed by the survey is drivers’ lack of knowledge about their
braking systems, the most critical safety component on a vehicle.

The ability of a car or van to stop relies on brake pads (the friction material that stops
the wheels when the brakes are applied) not being worn out and other braking
components not being damaged. Yet when surveyed by Brake and Direct Line, more
than four out of five (84%) car and van drivers said they didn’t know the percentage
of wear on their brake pads at the time of their vehicle’s last check up.

Almost as many drivers (nearly three out of four — 73%) only had their brakes
checked during their vehicle’s annual service or MOT, leaving lots of time for their
brakes to become dangerously ineffective if they were only just acceptable at the
previous check.

Mary Williams OBE, chief executive of Brake says: “This research shows a
shockingly low level of knowledge and concern among drivers when it comes to the
safety of their vehicle, particularly ‘out of sight, out of mind’ components such as
brakes which are so safety critical. Drivers seem to be placing far too much reliance
on their annual MOT and passively relying on their garage to tell them when to
replace components, rather than asking questions about level of wear and deciding
to take action now rather than too late. Drivers cannot abdicate responsibility for
safety to their garage. If your vehicle causes a crash due to a mechanical defect, it
will be you in the dock.

She adds: “Drivers should also learn how to do effective daily walk round checks of
their vehicle to check windscreens, mirrors, lights and tyres. If you are unsure how to
check your vehicle, don’'t be embarrassed - ask your mechanic and read your
vehicle’s manual.”

Andy Goldby, Director of Motor Underwriting at Dire ct Line says: “Drivers seem
to be willing to drive their vehicles when they are not safe, endangering the lives of
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themselves and others. Many may find if they were to have an accident that is
attributed to the fault, they could invalidate their insurance and end up with a criminal
conviction. Drivers need to take responsibility and undertake regular inspections of
their vehicle, rather than believing that a once a year check, such as a service or
MOT, is a guarantee of safety for the next twelve months.”

Despite most drivers showing a shocking lack of awareness of the wear on their
brake pads, an overwhelming majority of drivers surveyed — nearly nine out of 10
(86%) - said that they were confident their brakes would be found to be in good
working order if checked today, suggesting that many more drivers unwittingly are
driving defective vehicles than admit to it.

Drivers surveyed displayed a similar lack of knowledge when it came to their tyres’
safety. Only just more than one in four car and van drivers (27%) were able to
correctly state the minimum tyre tread depth for their vehicle.

Facts about brake and tyre safety:

To pass a car or van MOT, brakes must be at least 50% efficient. The Institute of the
Motor Industry recommends that drivers check their car manual for information on
their specific brake pads and how to tell if they are worn away.

The minimum amount of tread on a car tyre is 1.6mm but TyreSafe (a non-profit
organisation dedicated to raising awareness of the dangers of defective and worn
tyres) states that tyre wet grip deteriorates more rapidly in the second half of its tread
life, meaning wet stopping distances can dramatically lengthen. The organisation
therefore recommends that tyres are replaced well before they reach the legal
minimum tread.

Top tips on keeping your vehicle in tip top condition:

1.Just because brakes or other safety components feel OK when you are
driving, it doesn’t mean they are. Find out the facts.

2.Ask your garage questions about level of wear or damage on safety critical
components such as brakes and tyres, and replace borderline components
now rather than wait.

3.Have an annual service as well as MOT - this can increase the resale value
of your vehicle.

4.Use a garage that has the skills to work on your vehicle; vehicles are
becoming more complex.

5.Check your mechanic is qualified as well as experienced. By law, they don't
have to be, so they might not be. It's your right to ask — your life is in their
hands.

6.Do a walk round check of your vehicle before you set off to spot damage to
tyres, lights, indicators, windscreen or mirrors.

7.Regularly check your oil and water.

8.Never drive if you have a problem with your vehicle or suspect a problem —
get it fixed, now. Your safety and the safety of other road users is infinitely
more important than the convenience of using your vehicle or keeping
money in your pocket that you might need to spend on repairs.
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9.Use your vehicle much less. Less use means less wear and lower
maintenance costs. More importantly, it means less damage to the planet
from carbon dioxide emissions.

10.Protect your vehicle from the weather when you aren’t using it; in a garage
or covered with a tarpaulin.

Other findings from the research:

Slightly fewer drivers admit driving dangerous vehicles in this survey
compared with a previous survey by Brake in 2004. 41% of drivers admit to
driving a dangerous vehicle compared with 44% in 2004. (However, it should
be noted that Brake believes that many more drivers do drive dangerous
vehicles without knowing it or wanting to admit it.)

The consequences

Department for Transport statistics show 23 people are killed or seriously injured by
defective vehicles every week in Britain. In 2008, 134 people were killed and 1,101
seriously injured in crashes on British roads where one or more vehicle defects were
reported as contributory factors in causing the crash.

Selena Muscroft, 20, died in a crash in Rotherham on 30 December 2007. Selena
and her two-year-old daughter, Leila, accepted a lift from their lodger, who was
driving a car with bald tyres. Selena died from a broken neck and internal bleeding.
Leila spent six days in hospital recovering from her injuries and now faces growing
up without her mother.

The driver was convicted of causing death by dangerous driving and was sent to jail
for two and a half years.

Evidence of extensive vehicle defects from enforcement checks and annual tests:

36.3% of cars and light vans failed their annual MOT in Britain in
2008-09. Failure reasons included defective lights (18.9% of tests),
brakes (17.1% of tests) and tyres (8.1% of tests).

In roadside spot checks by British enforcement agencies in 2008-
09, 69.0% of cars and motorcycles; and 52.3% of vans checked were
ordered to be repaired or deemed unroadworthy and taken off the road.
Problems included defective tyres (21.6% of cars and 20.4% of vans
examined), defective brakes (2.5% of cars and 5.8% of vans examined)
and defective wheels and hubs (2.4% of cars and 2.8% of vans
examined).
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News from TTC

DRIVING LICENCE CHECK — FOR THE TRAINER

A UK fleet driver trainer said she was “surprised but pleased” when she was asked
to show her driving licence as she carried out licence checks at a construction
company before taking their employees out on the road.

Trainer Sara Hickie said it
was the first time she had
ever been asked for her
driving licence by a fleet
boss.

“I was really impressed. But

| was driving their vehicles

and their insurance requires

that they have to check
everyone — and that includes me,” said Sara, an experienced fleet driver trainer for
the TTC Group, of Telford, Shropshire, one of the UK’s largest driver training
companies.

She praised McPhillips (Wellington) Ltd, for doing what every company with a fleet
should do.

“It is something that every company should do if someone is driving your vehicles.
But it is the first time in years of educating fleet drivers that | have ever been asked
for my licence. Well done McPhillips.”

David Wauchope, Company Secretary for the Shropshire construction firm, who
carried out the licence check, said he did it as “a matter of course.”

“I didn’t realise that this was unusual. It just seemed automatic to ask for her driving
licence before she took our guys out on the road for driver training. We are
responsible for everyone driving our vehicles.”

A total of 180 company drivers have been on a driver training programme and the “at
risk” drivers have undergone more intense training, said Company Director John
Butler.
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The TTC Group has a fine reputation. They are a good local business which we wish
to support and their driver training schemes are second to none.”

Operations Manager Tony Bishop, with 47 years driving experience, who drives
25,000 miles a year for the construction firm, said the course gives company drivers
the chance to “refresh” their memories.

“It reminds you what you should be doing and how to be a bit more switched on.”
Low loader driver Andrew Addison, who drives 30,000 miles a year, said: “The
training was enlightening and | enjoyed it. | thought | was doing everything correctly

but Sara informed me that | need to check my vehicle mirrors more regularly.”

HGV driver Mick Williams said: “It was a good course. | picked up a few tips. It
makes you more aware.”

For more information visit www.ttc-uk.com or call 0845 270 4380.

News from AIRSO

Thanks for Graham Feest

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON SPEED, LONDON, MAY 2010

Registration is now open for the third international congress on tackling speed,
taking place in central London on 13 May 2010

This widely-acclaimed, biennial congress at the Royal College of Surgeons brings
together world experts from academia and practitioners to discuss —

Latest research into effectiveness of speed management measures, including
ISA

International policies to reduce speed limits

Successful road engineering measures to control speed and protect
communities

Speed enforcement developments
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Best practice speed-awareness education

Speakers include academics from the University of Leeds, Strathclyde University,
and the London School of Tropical Medicine, as well as practitioners from
government agencies.

Further emerging agenda details can be seen at www.brake.org.uk/speed

DEBATE ON HGV SEAT BELTS

On 8 December 2009 Alan Milburn, Labour MP for Darlington secured a
Westminster Hall debate on seat belts in Heavy Goods Vehicles.

By law all HGVs weighing more than 3,500 kg and registered for use after 1 October
2001 have to be fitted with a seat belt. That followed European legislation that we
introduced in this place. The problem is with lorries that were registered before 1
October 2001.

PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENT ON DANGEROUS DRIVING
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Claire Ward):

The Government has been working throughout this Parliament

to improve safety on Britain's roads. In recent years we have

enacted a number of measures designed to deal more

effectively with those whose driving puts others at serious risk.
We have introduced the new offences of causing death by careless driving and
causing death while driving unlicensed or uninsured, which have maximum penalties
of five years and two years imprisonment, respectively; and increased the maximum
penalty for serious driving offences, including causing death by dangerous driving
and causing death by careless driving while under the influence of drink or drugs,
from 10 to 14 years imprisonment (Criminal Justice Act 2003, came into effect on 27
February 2004).

But we need to do more. Dangerous driving is still too prevalent. We should not
underestimate the devastating effect that bad driving can have on people's lives. |
have listened to the representations from those who are campaigning for increased
penalties for dangerous driving. | have come to the conclusion that they are right,
and that the current penalties are insufficient.

| therefore intend to increase the maximum penalty for dangerous driving from two
years imprisonment to five years imprisonment. This will require primary legislation.

20



An appropriate provision will be included in a suitable Bill when parliamentary time
allows

(As you will be aware AIRSO has concerns about sentencing being based on
outcome whatever be the charge, i.e. careless or dangerous. We of course do not
condone people who drive knowing in a dangerous manner but as we have stated
before the outcome of a crash is unpredictable resulting in the sentence being
imposed based on whether a person(s) is unlucky enough not to survive as a result).

DELAY IN THE ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY

At the beginning of December it was announced that before the new road safety
strategy is published there was to be a look at the issues of drink and drug driving as
there may be a case for reforming the current legal framework covering drink and
drug driving which the Government would wish to include in the strategy.

Sir Peter North has been asked to provide Lord Adonis with advice on the merit of
specific proposals for changes to the legislative regime for drink and drug driving,
reporting by the end of March 2010. His report will inform the final contents of the
next road safety strategy.

For drink driving, the report will advise on the case for changes to the prescribed
alcohol limit for driving (either reducing the current limit, or adding a new, lower limit,
with an associated revised penalty regime). For drug driving, the study will advise
on whether there is a need for new legislation to make it an offence to drive with a
named substance in the body.

Government to allow wider use of 20 mph schemes without speed humps

20MPH ZONES

Proposals to allow Local Authorities to put in place 20 mph schemes
over groups of streets without the need for traffic calming measures
such as speed humps were announced in December by Road Safety
Minister Paul Clark.

The Government is encouraging local councils to introduce 20 mph schemes into
residential streets and other roads where cycle and pedestrian traffic is high, such as

around schools, shops and parks.

In the past, councils wanting to implement 20 mph schemes on groups of roads
have had to do so in ‘zones’ which require traffic calming measures such as speed
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humps. 20 mph limits without traffic calming were only recommended on individual
roads.

However, following a successful city-wide trial in Portsmouth which suggested it is
possible to significantly reduce speeds on residential streets without speed humps or
other traffic calming measures, the Department for Transport plans to allow 20mph
limits to be used across more streets where traffic speeds are already low without
the need for such measures.

SPEED LIMIT REVIEWS

The Government is asking once again for councils to carry out speed limit reviews of
their rural roads by 2011, focusing on National Speed Limit single carriageway ‘A’
and ‘B’ roads where 41% of fatalities occur.

Local Authorities are being recommended to reduce the limit on the most “dangerous
roads” where this will have a significant impact on casualties. The decisions remain
entirely for local authorities to make based on their knowledge of local roads.

The Department for Transport is seeking the views of local councils on these
proposals in order to allow new guidance to be published at the earliest available
opportunity.

DIGITAL DASHBOARDS - SAFETY HAZARD

The internet dashboard, or ‘infotainment system’ is the next in-car
device that could cause a major distraction to drivers, says the IAM
(Institute of Advanced Motorists).

Intel and Google are both looking into interactive dashboards, including 10-inch
screens above the gearstick which will show 3D maps, web pages and even videos.
Other  similar systems are being previewed at trade  shows.

Peter Rodger FAIRSO, IAM Chief Examiner, has commented

“If drivers were tempted to use the internet or watch videos on the move, the
results could be deadly,”

If it's not acceptable to read a novel while driving, how can it be

acceptable to read a multimedia display? Just how much information can a

car driver absorb and still drive responsibly?”
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There is a fine line between providing useful extra information and causing
a dangerous distraction. This system appears to cross that line,”

Viewing things like restaurant reviews and venue information online while
driving should be illegal, and it should be an offence to buy, sell, fit and
transmit information for this particular use.

The systems are not designed to be used on the move, but not all systems
will be impossible to use while driving. One car manufacturer’s version, due out
this autumn, bears the notice:

“Please only use the online services when traffic conditions allow
you to do so safely”.

It should be made clear that the system should only be used when the
vehicle is parked.

SOME INTERESTING FACTS WHICH ARE AROUND AT THE MOME NT AND
WHO IS SAYING WHAT

97% of fatal or serious injured bicycle collisions on main roads happened where
there were no cycle lanes says a report by Transport Research Laboratory.

Handheld mobile phone use has gone up despite tougher penalties introduced two
years ago, finds research by the Transport Research Laboratory.

Young women are 13% more likely than average to be killed or seriously injured if
they crash because they drive older and smaller cars, finds research by Monash
University Accident Research Centre in Australia.

20mph limits save lives and should be more widely implemented, finds a longitudinal
study by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Up to 16% of cyclist deaths on roads could be prevented if cyclists wear an
appropriate helmet according to research by Transport Research Laboratory.

Local authorities should introduce more 20mph limits on urban streets, says
guidance from the UK’s Department for Transport.

The UK Government hopes to introduce mandatory labelling on medicine packaging

warning about the dangers of driving on prescription drugs and is starting with a pilot
in partnership with Boots the Chemist, as part of a THINK! campaign

23



24



And Finally...

The Governing Committee wishes
you all a Happy New Year

4 THINGS YOU PROBABLY NEVER KNEW YOUR
MOBILE PHONE COULD DO

There are a few things that can be done in times of grave emergencies your mobile
phone can actually be a life saver or an emergency tool for survival. Check out the
things that you can do with it:

Emergency

The Emergency Number worldwide for Mobile is 112. If you find yourself out of the
coverage area of your mobile; network and there is an emergency, dial 112 and the
mobile will search any existing network to establish the emergency number for you,
and interestingly this number 112 can be dialled even if the keypad is locked. Try it
out.

Have you locked your keys in the car?

Does your car have remote keyless entry? This may come in handy someday. Good
reason to own a cell phone: If you lock your keys in the car and the spare keys are at
home, call someone at home on their mobile phone from your cell phone. (I have
tried this one and it did not work, Ed)

Hold your cell phone about a foot from your car door and have the person at your
home press the unlock button, holding it near the mobile phone on their end. Your
car will unlock. Saves someone from having to drive your keys to you. Distance is no
object. You could be hundreds of miles away, and if you can reach someone who
has the other "remote” for your car, you can unlock the doors (or the trunk).

Hidden Battery Power

Imagine your mobile battery is very low. To activate, press the keys *3370#
your mobile will restart with this reserve and the instrument will show a 50% increase
in battery. This reserve will get charged when you charge your mobile next time.

How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone?
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To check your Mobile phone's serial number, key in the following digits on your
phone: *#0 6 #

A 15 digit code will appear on the screen. This number is unique to your handset.
Write it down and keep it somewhere safe. When your phone gets stolen, you can
phone your service provider and give them this code. They will then be able to block
your handset so even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be totally
useless. You probably won't get your phone back, but at least you know that
whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If everybody does this, there would be no
point in people stealing mobile phones.

This is the kind of information people don't mind receiving, so pass it on to your
family and friends

Views expressed in this newsletter are the views of the people who wrote the article and not
necessarily that of the ADI NJC.
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